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ITm. West Coast  oran an C Conference, Portland, Oregon, 3 December 1975. - 
Ed Condon, Sea Grant Extension Oceanographer, Oregon S t a t e  University, 
summarized the  meeting i n  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  at tendees dated 15 December 1975. 
I n  h i s  general statements, Ed sa id  t ha t  h i s  jmpressions were t h a t  t he  West 
Coast user  community awaits Loran C with ant ic ipat ion.  He was impressed with 
t h e  geographical ( 3  countries and 12 s t a t e s )  and i ndus t r i a l  representation,  
a s  well a s  d ive r s i t y  of t h e  user  community present ( f i sher ies ,  Merchant 
Marine, harbor-river p i l o t s ,  Masters of NOAA vessels ,  a i r l i n e s ,  navigation 
school i n t e r e s t s ,  recreat ional  boaters and government personnel from many 
d i f f e r en t  agencies). Ed detects  overwhelming support f o r  t he  new Loran C 
system coming on l i n e  Jan 1977 provided the  t t f ivet t  marine community concerns 
a r e  properly responded t o  by the  various government and i ndus t r i a l  leaders: 

1 . Overlap time (Loran C on a i r  Jan 77 - Loran A off a i r  J u l  79) i s  
a concern because of a doubtful a b i l i t y  of equipment manufacturers t o  f u l f i l l  
receiver needs, t he  v i r t u a l l y  impossible task f o r  fishermen t o  convert Loran A 
data t o  Loran C data  (i. e. ,hang /snag/black book and towing lane da ta ) ,  time 
required t o  re f ine  and char t  r e a l  world vs predicted time differences,  time 
f o r  users  t o  gain confidence and the amortization of exis t ing Loran A receivers  
and purchase of Loran C receivers. Recommendation: DOT and OMB re-examine 
with view toward extending overlap period t o  a s  much a s  f i v e  years. 

2. Strong user  concern about National Ocean Survey plans t o  i s sue  f i r s t  
Yest Coast char ts  with Loran A r a t e s  on one s ide  and Loran C on the  other  
side. Recommendation: NOS survey u se r  needs before pr int ing char ts ,  
invest ipate  f e a s i b i l i t y  of both Loran A - Loran C data  on same s ide  of char t  
and i s sue  ea r ly  sample of such a char t  t o  West Coast Coast Guard and Sea 
Grant Offices f o r  comment and t o  send any comments you may have on t he  subject  
t o  Director, National Ocean Survey, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, Rockville, Maryland 20852. 

3. Tax Aspects. Recommend IRS promulgate and widely d i s t r i bu t e  
favorable t ax  treatment guidelines f o r  obsolete Loran A receivers and new 
Loran C receivers.  

L. Loran C receiver  confusion. With t h e  numerous manufacturers, 
d i f f e r en t  approaches, wide range of pr ices  and varied user needs, how i s  a 
user  t o  know how t o  wisely invest .  Recommendation: (1) Shop care fu l ly  
and attempt t o  match needs i n  navigational  accuracy, r e l i a b i l i t y  and range 
t o  an appropriate receiver;  ( 2 )  That the  WGA promulgate and widely d i s t r i b u t e  



t h e  p ros  and cons of t h e  var ious  Loran C r e c e i v e r  t ypes  a s  t h e y  apply  t o  
d i f f e r e n t  needs of accuracy, range and modes of operat ion.  Pu t  i n  layman's 
terms it can provide a n  eva lua t ion  t o o l  f o r  t h e  use r .  

5. General recommendation: t h a t  v e s s e l s  conducting Search and 
Rescue opera t ions  be equipped wi th  Loran r ece ive r s ,  c h a r t s  and t r a i n e d  
personnel .  

E d i t o r ' s  Note: The WGA would l i k e  t o  j o in  Ed Condon i n  congra tu l a t ing  
Dan Panshin, Oregon S t a t e  Un ive r s i t y  and Cmdr Bob Dugan, US Coast Guard, 
i n  organiz ing  and conducting a very  f i n e ,  in format ive  and d i v e r s e  conference. 

ITEM. WGA Board of D i r e c t o r s  Meeting. The Board met i n  Washington DC - 
on 10 February 1976. The fol lowing a c t i o n s  were taken: 

1 .  WGA Convention w i l l  be he ld  i n  t h e  Wash DC a r e a  i n  t h e  October t ime 
period. B i l l  R e v e i l l e  and Norm Dickerson w i l l  r e p e a t  as Convention Chairmaq 
and P R D ~ ~  Chairman r e spec t ive ly .  Ed McGann w i l l  be convention r u b l i c i t y  
~hairman>heme of t h e  1976 convention w i l l  be "Law of t h e  Sea1'. 

2. Walt Dean - Nominations and E l e c t i o n  Committee Chairman. 

3. Leo Fehlner  accepted Chairmanship of a Government l i a i s o n  committee 
t o  i n t e r f a c e  wi th  t h e  app ropr i a t e  personnel  and agencies  who a r e  prepar ing  
f o r  t h e  1979 World Administrat ive Conference of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Telecommuni- 
c a t i o n s  Union (ITU). The WGA o b j e c t i v e  i s  t o  reduce i n t e r f e r e n c e  between 
Loran C and o t h e r  r a d i o  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  90-110 khz band. P a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
reg ions  1 and 3. 

4 .  Ed Durbin accepted Chairmanship of a committee t o  prepare  ( i n  
layman language) a d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t ypes  of  Loran r e c e i v e r s  and 
t o  d e f i n e  c e r t a i n  t e s t s  and condi t ions  t o  a s s e s s  t h e i r  performance t o  assist 
t h e  u s e r  community i n  t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n  process .  

5. Sometime i n  t h e  Spring of 1977 ( a f t e r  West Coast Loran C goes on 
t h e  a i r )  t h e  WGA i s  planning a Loran C ~ o r k s h o ~ / ~ o n v e n t i o n  on t h e  West Coast. 
Honker John Hopkins has  been asked t o  determine appropr i a t e  locale/agenda. 

6. The B o ~ r d  agreed t h a t  t h e  recommendations of t h e  Po r t l and  Conference 
be taken s e r i o u s l y  by t h e  WGA. They have expressed cau t ion  on over lap  t ime 
and we need t o  develop accep tab le  r a t i o n a l e  as first o rde r  of business .  Tax 
r e l i e f  should and w i l l  be supported and we need, through appropr i a t e  cor res -  
pondence, show t h e  u s e r  community t h a t  t h e  WGA s h a r e s  t h e i r  concerns. 

ITEM - Message from Walt Dean. A new WGA p re s iden t  and f o u r  ( 4 )  d i r e c t o r s  - --- 
w i l l  be  e l e c t e d  t h i s  year.  J i m  Van E t t e n  has  served a s  P re s iden t  f o r  two 
yea r s  and w i l l  r ep lack  Lloyd Higginbotharn on t h e  Board of D i rec to r s  as t h e  
"Immediate P a s t  Pres ident . "  The three-year  terms o f  d i r e c t o r s  Tom Daniels ,  
Dave H a i s l i p ,  J o e  P a r i n i  and Claude Pasquier  a l s o  e x p i r e s  this year .  The 
Nomination and E lec t ion  Committee i s  seeking candida tes  f o r  t h e s e  o f f i c e s .  
P r i o r  t o  t h e  30th of March, p l ease  send nominations ( s p e c i f y  o f f i c e  f o r  which 
nominated) a long  wi th  a b r i e f  b iog raph ica l  ske t ch  t o  Walt Dean, 7340 Blackhawk 
Lane, F o r t  Wayne, Ind i sna  46805. 



ITEM. From t h e  Commandants B u l l e t i n  - - 
"Tok, Alaska, i s  about t o  replace  Sal l i saw,  Oklahoma, a s  t h e  count ry ' s  

l e a s t  l i k e l y  l o c a t i o n  f o r  a Coast Guard S t a t i o n ,  Tok i s  loca ted  i n  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  i n t e r i o r  a t  Mile 1314 on t h e  Alaskan Highway. Tha t ' s  a t  l e a s t  200 
mi les  and t h r e e  mountain ranges from t h e  Gulf of Alaska and t h e  nea res t  
ocean-going shipping. 

Coast Guard o f f i c i a l s  i n s i s t ,  however, t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  good reasons t o  be 
i n  both places.  Sa l l i s aw i s  homeport t o  a c u t t e r  t h a t  tends  navigat ion a i d s  
on t h e  Arkansas River. Surp r i s ing  t o  most, t h e  Arkansas c a r r i e s  ocean-going 
t r a f f i c  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t  of Oklahoma from the  Miss iss ippi .  

The Coast Guard i n  Tok i s  another  s t o r y  though. The s t a t i o n ,  now being 
readied f o r  b id  s o l i c i t a t i o n ,  won't even have a boat.  But, d e s p i t e  i ts  
land-locked loca t ion ,  t h e  Tok s t a t i o n  w i l l  be a key i n  a p rec i se  radio- 
navigat ion system f o r  P a c i f i c  coas t  mariners,  

With Tok and 7 other LORAN-C s t a t i o n s  --,two of them a l s o  i n  Alaska --- 
v e s s e l s  w i l l  t r a v e l  from southern Ca l i fo rn ia  t o  Nome, Alaska, knowing t h e i r  
pos i t ions  within s e v e r a l  hundred f e e t  a t  a l l  t ime, i n  any weather." 

ITEM. VASHINGTON, D.C., December 19, 1975: New Minimum Performance - 
Standards f o r  Airborne Low-Range Radar Al t imeters  a r e  s e t  f o r t h  i n  a new 
Document by t h e  Radio Technical Commission f o r  Aeronautics (RTCA). They 
supersede Minimum Performance Standards published a s  Document DO-92 dated 
November 18, 1958. The new recommended s tandards  were coordinated with t h e  
European Organizat ion f o r  C i v i l  Aviat ion E lec t ron ics  (EUROCAE) by RTCA 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Coordination Group 12 under t h e  Chairmanship of Richard A. P a s c i u t i  
of ED0 Commercial Corporation. 

Copies of DO-150 a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  $16.00 per  copy  e embers of RTCA 
rece ive  a 50% discount  on t h i s    rice) from t h e  RTCA S e c r e t a r i a t ,  S u i t e  655, 
1717 H S t r e e t ,  N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006. 

ITEM. "Loran C - Who Really Wants It." - i s  t h e  t i t l e  of an  a r t i c l e  by . - -  - . . - - .  2-- nn-nmhp- 7 5  i s s ~ l e  of MOTORBOAT 



ITEM. "Navigation System W i l l  Pinpoint Ships and Cars1' i s  the  one-inch high - 
headline t h a t  appeared i n  the  Los Angeles Times on Jan 18, 1976. The first 
paragraph reads "One of t h e  most sophist icated navigation systems i n  t he  world 
w i l l  s t a r t  humming on the  West Coast this summer, eventually helping near ly  
everyone from o i l  tanker Captains t o  bus drivers."  (Ed. No mention of motor- 
boaters) .  The l a s t  two paragraphs read "Bus dr ivers  and even police o f f i c e r s  
map not welcome the  idea t h a t  anyone i n  headquarters can follow t h e i r  exact 
movements. They w i l l  say t h a t  Big Brother i s  watching themn said  one navigation 
expert. "And there  w i l l  be resistance.  There always i s  t o  new t e c h n o l ~ g y . ~ ~  
The a r t i c l e  was qu i te  lengthy and covered the  subject  extremely well. I f  i t  
had mentioned the WGA ~ n d / o r  the new FPN transmit ters ,  it would have been 
even be t t e r .  This i s  an example of the  kind of pub l ic i ty  we need and members 
of the WGA a r e  encoura~ed t o  i n i t i a t e  t h i s  kind of exposure t o  t he  public. Ed. 

ITEM. Concerned WGk member. - I received a l e t t e r  from fellow honker 
7 

R i l l  Wentz along with a cl ipping from the  c l a s s i f i ed  ad sect ion of "Soldier  of 
Fortune" magazine. Three ads were i n  t he  cl ipping by the  World Wild Geese 
Association seeking mercenaries. B i l l  wrote t h e  publisher and t h e  WGA 
expressing h i s  concern over a n  apparent t r aves ty  of our name. I received 
another cl ipping from an unknown magazine which s a id  t he  Wild Geese were 
gathering i n  the  b i s t ro s  of the  world. It said the  word was out t h a t  
f ight ing men were needed i n  Angola. I t  a l s o  explained t ha t  Wild Geese was a 
name given t o  the  I r i s h  so ld ie r s  of fortune i n  t he  eighteenth century and 
adopted a s  a term of honor by contemporary mercenaries. Thanks, B i l l !  
Both f o r  your concern and f o r  speaking out about it. 

ITm. "DOCKNumentary, Gagcle de Gook or Overheard i n  the  Bar! For lack of - 
complete thoughts, I declined t o  use the  t i t l e  "Tales of a Wayside Inn," and 
I know H.W.L. wouldn't mind. "Loran i s  a Jor ld  War I1 Technology." "Omega i s  
a l e t t e r  of the  Greek alphabet." Itover here grid!--ahah---I mean g i r l . "  "GPS 
i s  a panacea." "Oh, Yeah! Wait ti1 they force  t h a t  on the  fishermen and it 
w i l l  become a "sea of panic."" "Doppler navigation i s  the  answer." "Omega is 
too a s  accurate as Loran A."  "Every system needs a champion." "I know a f i g h t e r  
p i l o t  who's been l o s t  a l l  h i s  l i f e .  Do you think Loran can help him?" "Mhy 
do usophist icated' l  people need a "common" grid?" "Take a Gander a t  t h a t ,  
wudja!" "1 think I ' l l  have another bubble dourbon." Don't you wish t h a t  WGA 
Newsletter ed i t o r  was an e lec t ive  off ice?  

ONCE AGAIN I T ' S  TIME FOR your 1976 WGA membership dues. Anyone who joined 
the  organization s ince  the  1 s t  of October 1975 i s  paid up through 1976 a s  well  
as some who have already voluntar i ly  submitted. The vast  majority of us have 
not. Please cut out the  form below. f i l l  i n  t h e  mr+; npn+ infn and r a t . ~ ~ r n  i t .  



ITEM. Personal Items. Capt Ernest Roland "Chief of t h e  Elect ronics  Engineering - 
Division, Hq  USCG" r e t i r e d  a t  t h e  end of January and was replaced by 
Capt J i m  Culbertson. Good luck t o  both. - Congratulations t o  Claude Pasquier  
who was recent ly  promoted t o  Vice Pres ident  i n  charge of Programs Management a t  
Amecom - Bob Singer formerly of ITT, now works f o r  Lear S i e g l e r  i n  Grand 
R ~ p i d s ,  Mich - Hank Hilbun has joined t h e  s t a f f  of Analyt ica l  Systems 
Engineering Corp., i n  Burlington, Mass - Majors Don Johnston and Ken Sourke 
a r e  working Loran i n  Germany. Don i s  the'TRN-21 Chain Commander and Ken i s  
t h e  Loran S t a f f  Of f i ce r  f o r  USAFE. 

ITEM. STORMY WEATHER. One of t h e  s t ronges t  winds t o  s t r i k e  Northern Germany - 
i n  35 years  took out  the Loran Tower a t  Hohes Moor i n  December. Winds i n  
excess of 100 knots were experienced and t h e  top  sect ions  were l o s t .  Due t o  
prevai l ing  winds/weather, they a r e  not expected t o  be back on t h e  a i r  u n t i l  
l a t e  March. 

ITEM. The IRONY OF IT ALL - llYankee come back t o  Viet  Nam" i s  t h e  t i t l e  - 
of an a r t i c l e  appearing i n  t h e  15  January i s s u e  of Forbes Magazine. Ed. 
Comments: Doing one of t h e  f a s t e s t  t u h a r o m d s  i n  h i s to ry ,  a former adversary 
i s  encouraging the western business world t o  re turn .  Mention was made of the 
vas t  resources located i n  off-shore o i l  deposi ts  which, during t h e  c o n f l i c t ,  
were covered by Loran C.- not  anymore! Ideas anyone? 

ITEN. Navigation - 
a r e  looking f o r  a 
back cover of t h e  

Journal  "76". Journa l  e d i t o r s  B i l l  Roland and Bahar Uttam 
colored photograph of s ign i f i cance  t o  Loran t o  use on t h e  
76 edi t ion .  B i l l  a l s o  t e l l s  me t h a t  l e t t e r s  have gone out 

t o  those p o t e n t i a l  adver t i se r s  which could be i d e n t i f i e d .  If others  wish t o  
adver t i se  and have not  received such a l e t t e r ,  p lease  n o t i f y  Cmdr W.F. Roland, 
36 Ober S t r e e t ,  Beverly, MA 01915 ASAP t o  reserve space which i s  going fas t !  

WGA NEWSLETTER EDITOR 




