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Muy 1, 2006

The. Honorable Marion Riakey
Fedéral Avlation Administration
800 Independenco Ave., SW
Washingion, DC...2059]

Dear Admiﬁ%lakcy:

Roepresenting the more thin 408,000 members.of the. Aireraft Owners and Pilots Association
(AOPA), I am writing to arge the FAA 1o continué.operuting the Long Range Navigation
(LORANY system beyond fiscal. year 2006 0FY2006). Asyou kuow; there arg on-going
discugsions dbour the necessaty positionitig and nuvigation components-of the aviation
system, inclulling usirig: Global Positioning Systetn (GPS) exclusively. And, with recent
decisions 1o drploy Automatic: Dependam Surveiltance-Broagdcast (ADS-B), the requirement
for backup pasitioning becomes much more critical. Since GPS appears to require-a backup
with simildr parférmance ehivsactéristics, the FAX and aviation industry are looking-at
virious technology options. To keep LORAN availuble as-an option forthis role, LORAN
shotld :not be decommnissionud.

The Department of Homeland Security. (DHS)-currently funds: the operation of LORAN in
the. United States Coust Guard (USCG) budget. LORAN’s infrastrugture has. beeny
modermntized and the enhanced LORAN navigation signuls may be o viable. pesitioning und
timing signaf for aviation in the role as a buckup: for satellite positdoning, 4t no cost to the
FAA or Department of Transportation,

Historically AOPA. lins supported LORAN because it was the first technology:to provide
general aviation pilots with a kigh performance area navigation (RINAV) gapubility. With
the arrival of low-cost OPS, LORAN usage in aviation predictably declined. And us general
avigtion pilots began using GPS, AOPA meinbers have continucd use. of the nctwork of
VOR's as their electronic navigation source, Flowever; technical and financial limitations
affect the viability of VOR us u long-term backup: . In recent yeurs the.aviation landscape has
chunged sipgnilicantly, and LORAN. toay still be necessary,

While the airlines huve suppored the DME/DME network-as 4 backup for its nporstions,
this is:an unusable oprion for low-altitude: oferations. The proposal to retain, or even
increage the PME nétwork muy mnke sopse for high-altitude operators, but DME/DME

alone will be useless to aireraft that operate at all'5,400 airports, or seldom My higher than
18,000 feat.
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It is with this background that we are distorbed by the Gonsl. Guard’s recent proposal 1o shut
down LORAN. Its surprise proposal o terminate LORAN ap this junctuie is shortsighted
and wauld waste substantial FAA and taxpayer investment, The. Coust Guard tack also
ignores the existing agreement between Seeretaries Mineta, Chertoff and others 1o juintly
decide LORAN's future, in 20006, Jtalae ignores Wresident Bish's, November 2004
Presidential Divective: that restructured the management of GPS and g gave the lead role for
the eivil uses of GPS to DOT. That.chirge includes GIS, ity augmisntations, and baekups.

Therefore, AQPA urges the FAA tor (1) support the continvation of T.ORAN undl a jong-
term backup strategy. Mmtadequately mears ehe needs. ol all yviation nsers is identified: (2)
Direct RTCA 10 evalwiterand validdte LORAN ¢performance.add viabilicy as.a backup
pavigation signal that supparts RINE 0.3 parfornmnance and ADS-B requirements; and (3)
Propiose a LORAN ovirsight counsit consisting: of DOT/RAA, DHS, ROC, DOD, and
stakeholders (including AQPA) 1o guide the tuture developmont und operation of LORAN.,

Given the apparéitnesd Toran affordable, rabust GPS backup ihat has-similar performance,
and supporsts the pos;tmmnb r shid timing necds ofaviation, the decommissioning of LORAN
by the TS, Coust Guard. is premature. Once gang, LORAN will no longer be an option, and
any other switable altemative lor avidfion would Ykely be mory costly, tuke longer to

imnplement, and would be the responsibility of the FPAA exclusively, Lot's ook hefare we
leap on this issue. .

Jincergly,
N

Phit Bo y\ec/
President



