ILA-31 Membership meeting October 30, 2002

The meeting was introduced by the acting ILA President, Prof. David Last at 1:30 PM. Prof. Last read a statement from ILA President and long-time member of the Board of Directors John M. Beukers:

Departure from Radionavigation Discipline

Memorandum to the Board of Directors

On August 26th, I informed the Executive Committee of my intention to retire prematurely from radionavigation matters and, in particular, the International Loran Association and matters concerning loran.  This has been a difficult decision that has been made unavoidable for personal reasons.  Influencing the decision is the recognition that resolution of navigation issues within the US Government has been elevated to the cabinet level where it now has a life of its own.

Also influencing the decision is the situation in Europe that poses even greater challenges than we have encountered in the United States.  To have any significant impact in Europe while the focus is on achieving Galileo operational status requires a full time presence within the European Union that I am unable to provide.

It has been a privilege and a rewarding experience working with such a dedicated group of professionals to achieve so much when faced with what appears to be insurmountable.  I wish the same fortitude to those that must climb the European mountain.

I will be working with the Operations Center to clean up outstanding matters and assist in making a smooth transition to the new President and Board.  It is most unlikely that we will be with you personally for the Convention but will certainly be there in spirit.

John Beukers

2002.09.18

Prof. Last transferred the ILA Presidency to the newly-elected Dr. G. Linn Roth, who then conducted the annual Membership Meeting

Call to Order – Dr. Roth called the meeting to order at 1:35 PM

Finances – Dr. Roth presented a summary of the report from Treasurer Martin Poppe:

Total of ILA bank accounts – savings and checking ~ $33,000

Financial results, for the fiscal year ending Sept 30, 2001

Membership dues and convention: 
~$65000

Investment income


 ~     700

Expenses 



~$64,000

Projections for this 2002 convention: Co Chair Charles Schue estimates an excess of income over expenses of $18,000, including “a very nice level of meeting sponsorships”.

Election Results: Linn Roth is our new President. Directors elected this year are Ben Peterson, David Last, Charles Schue, and Erik Johannessen. Continuing on the Board are Langhorne Bond, James Doherty David Last, Robert Lilley, Martin Poppe, Thomas Rice, William Roland, and Durk van Willigen

To fill out the Board, four Directors were appointed: Tamotsu Ikeda; Wang Yulin; Thomas Celano, and Nicholas Ward will serve one year terms of office. 

2001 Proceedings: The CD for ILA-30, the Paris convention, is now complete and will be distributed as soon as possible after this convention. Due to a variety of delays, the CD could not be issued earlier. We do not expect similar delays in producing the CD for this ILA 31 meeting.

ILA 32 Venue: – As of the Membership Meeting, the 2003 convention site was not selected, but at the post-convention Board of Directors meeting, Boulder CO was named the 2003 site.

General Discussion:

John Moore:  If we get a favorable decision by the US government, should the board meet and make some statement?

President Roth: That definitely will take place. We will have a Board meeting by teleconference and do exactly that.

Nicholas Ward: Provided information to the meeting – There is a Royal Institute of Navigation conference next week in London RIN – GNSS Vulnerability and Mitigation. The future of Loran-C in Europe will be discussed in an open forum at this meeting.

President Roth: Also, note the GNSS 2003 Graz, Austria meeting, and others – for example the German ION, DGON, in February in Bonn.

William Roland: Can we hear a report from Nick Ward after the RIN meeting?    [Yes, a report will be made to the ILA Board.]

A representative from the US Coast Guard: “This is my first ILA – Very informative – I am making plans for the 41st meeting!”

James Doherty (Chair, Nomination and Election Committee): The committee needs volunteers interested in Board positions, and interested in the President’s office.

Also: The Awards committee needs nominations for the awards -- Read the papers and help select the best paper! See awards descriptions on the ILA’s web page www.loran.org
President Roth commended Al Frost and Otis Philbrick for their continuing great work on our newsletter, “Loran Lines.”

Thomas Celano offered kind words for Convention co-Chairs Jim Doherty, Chuck Schue  and Technical Chair Bill Roland and registration/administration by Ellen Lilley and Ellena Roland. He also noted the hosted receptions each night as a nice touch!

William Roland moved to adjourn, and David Last seconded. APPROVED unanimously by a combination hand and voice vote at 1:55 PM.

