VENUE and ACCOMODATION

Venue:

The Convention will be held in the Crowne Plaza Washington National Airport in Arlington, Virginia, a suburb of Washington, DC, just minutes from the Ronald Reagan (Washington National) International Airport.

Accommodation:

Blocks of rooms at discounted rates have been reserved for Convention participants and their partners at the Crowne Plaza. When making reservations, state that you are registering for the ILA Convention. Fifty rooms have been reserved for the ILA. Once the block rooms are filled, the normal rates will apply. Location and directions to the hotels can be retrieved from their web sites.

Convention Hotel

Crowne Plaza Washington National:

1489 Jefferson Davis Highway

Arlington, VA 22202

Phone: 703.416.1600

Fax: 703.416.1651

www.crowneplaza.com
Government Rate
$150 + 9.75% tax

Single Rate
$150 + 9.75% tax

Double Room Rate
$169 + 9.75% tax

VIP Suite
$189 + 9.75% tax

Normal Single Rate
$209 + 9.75% tax

Normal Double Rate
$229 + 9.75% tax

Alternate Hotel

Crystal City Marriott

1999 Jefferson Davis Highway

Arlington, VA 22202

Phone: 703.413.5500

www.marriott.com
Alternate Hotel

Crystal Gateway Marriott

1700 Jefferson Davis Highway

Arlington, VA 22202

Phone: 703.920.3230

www.marriott.com
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ORGANIZATION and CONTACTS

Convention Chairman: Jim Doherty
4850 Mark Center Drive

Alexandria, VA 22311 USA

Phone: 703.578.2710

Fax: 703.931.7792

E-mail: jdoherty@ida.org

Co-Chairman: Chuck Schue
10680 Main Street, Suite 300

Fairfax, VA 22030 USA

Phone: 703.934.0200

Fax: 703.934.0202

E-mail: cschue@wrsystems.com

Technical Chairman: Bill Roland
P.O. Box 9539

Panama City Beach, FL 32408 USA

Phone: 850.233.9228

E-mail: broland@knology.net
GAUSS Chairman: Gerard Offermans
Oude Baan 23

Reelektronika B.V.

3060 BERTEM

Nieuwenbroeksedijk 6

Belgium


2811 NJ Reeuwijk




The Netherlands

Phone: +32 16 482 707

Fax: +32 16 482 741

Mobile: +32 486 24 00 97

E-mail: G.Offermans@Reelektronika.nl
Tourism

No formal social program is planned as arrangements can be made at the hotel, depending upon the wishes of those participating. Please see the hotel concierge for additional tourism information.

Municipal Tourist Office

Washington, DC Convention and Tourism Corporation

1212 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 600

Washington, DC 20005 USA

Telephone: 202.789.7000

www.washington.org



International Loran Association

31st Annual Convention

And Technical Symposium


October 27-30, 2002

Washington, DC

United States
For further information:

ILA Operations Center

741 Cathedral Pointe Lane

Santa Barbara, CA 93111 USA

E-mail: ila@loran.org / Web: www.loran.org
Phone: 805 967 8649 / Fax: 805 967 8471

About the Symposium

The Key Question: Is this the beginning of the beginning for 21st Century Loran, or the beginning of the end?
This is in reality two questions—what is the role for Loran, and what actions are needed to enable Loran to fulfill its role—in the Post-9/11 World? From the U.S. Department of Transportation’s report, “Vulnerability Assessment of the Transportation Infrastructure Relying on the Global Positioning System,” it is clear that Loran can mitigate vulnerabilities in transportation, communications, timing, and other infrastructures.

As we prepare for the International Loran Association’s 31st Annual Convention and Technical Symposium, let us, however, be mindful that Loran is not the only solution. We in ILA know that Loran is a robust, economical, complementary, and seamless regional backup to GPS and its augmentations. However, there are other ways to mitigate vulnerabilities; though ILA members feel none come close in benefits of Loran and many are more costly, these alternatives have powerful and effective advocates.

Though modernization is underway, U.S. Loran continues to struggle in the budget process—it competes with GPS Modernization and GPS III, and more directly with WAAS, LAAS, NDGPS, VOR/DME, ILS, and other new or legacy “focused-use” systems. Specialized legacy systems have the advantage that users are already equipped and trained to use them, and these users would incur costs and inconvenience to change. Most user groups support use of GPS and augmentations for improved primary service but see no benefit (and only costs) in changing from existing legacy systems for backup.

In addition, Loran is often not well understood and is frequently criticized—perceived as outdated technology, with severe propagation limitations, legacy operating concepts, and lack of modern user equipment. Although the European and most Fareast Loran systems have been modernized and North American Loran systems are being modernized—all with solid-state transmitters, improved time and frequency systems, and most with high capacity data links, U.S. and European government plans to coordinate and update operating concepts and to foster continued use of Loran as a backup for critical applications are unclear. Though under study, industry has not yet produced low-cost, capable user equipment to facilitate seamless integration of Loran as a backup system of choice for critical needs. We all know this as a classic Government-industry chicken-egg dilemma.

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta appointed a DOT task force to address the Vulnerability Assessment. That process will likely determine the future of U.S. Loran. We understand similar European considerations of Loran’s future are now also under review. This year’s ILA convention provides a timely opportunity to debate updated operations concepts for Loran and its data link, integration of Loran into critical applications’ backup plans, and development of low-cost multi-use receivers to facilitate such use of Loran. These areas must be improved if this is to be the beginning of the beginning for Loran. Now is the time for all ILA Members to review references, consult with colleagues, and put pen to paper to support this important ILA meeting.

FEES and REGISTRATION

Registration for the Convention can be made by direct contact with the ILA Operations Center, by e-mail attachment to the Operations Center, at the ILA web site, or via mail/fax. MasterCard/Visa, checks in US dollars drawn on a US bank, and wire transfer accepted. If wire transfer is used, please contact the Operations Center for the correct bank routing and for identifying the sender. The wire transfer fee is $45.

The Convention registration fees are:

$475 for ILA members (by September 27th),

$530 for Non-members, or after September 27th, or at the door.

The fee includes a CD of the Proceedings, two lunches, the banquet, and participation in the ILA hospitality suite for the duration of the Convention. Additional fees are:

GAUSS Registration: $25

Booth and/or Display Space: $50

Additional banquet tickets for guests are $60.

Single Day Attendance is $250.

Partner/Spouse attendance is $110.

GAUSS Meeting

There will be a GAUSS standardization group meeting at the Convention hotel on Sunday, 27th, and Thursday, 31st.


PROGRAM PLAN

Day 0, October 27

GAUSS Group Meeting


Board of Directors Meeting


Evening: Icebreaker

Day 1, October 28


Welcome and Key Note Address

Session 1:
Plenary Session: Policy Updates

Session 2:
Status and Plans of Loran-C Services


Providers: NELS, FERNS, North


America, etc.


Lunch

Session 3:
Multimodal Loran-C Use

Session 4:
Loran-C Data Communications: U.S. and European activities highlighted


Evening: Reception

Day 2, October 29
Session 5:
New Developments and User Requirements

Session 6:
Tests and Trials


Free Afternoon

Evening: Banquet and Awards

Day 3, October 30


ILA Convention Members Meeting

Session 7:
Reports and Studies

Session 8:
Propagation and Calibration


Lunch
Session 9:
Panel Discussion:

The Future Role of Worldwide Loran‑C


Resolution and Closing Summary


Board of Directors Meeting

Day 4, October 31


GAUSS Group Meeting


Determining Loran’s Role in Mitigating Vulnerabilities in a Post-9/11 World.





Call for Abstracts











Submitting an Abstract


- Note: Abstracts are due now!


Abstracts of papers to be considered for presentation at the Convention should be submitted to the:


ILA Operations Center


741 Cathedral Pointe Lane


Santa Barbara, CA 93111 USA


E-mail: � HYPERLINK mailto:ila@loran.org ��ila@loran.org� / Web: � HYPERLINK "http://www.loran.org" ��www.loran.org�


Phone: 805 967 8649 / Fax: 805 967 8471
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