Resolution

Preamble:  The 31st Annual Convention and Technical Symposium of the International Loran Association was convened in Washington, DC, USA, on October 27, 2002.  Participants at the Technical Symposium presented management information, technical papers and discussions with the theme “Determining Loran’s Role in Mitigating Vulnerabilities in a Post-9/11 World”.  The Convention also took place at a time when important decisions affecting Loran-C are being prepared in the United States. The US Loran-C infrastructure is being rebuilt, but the system is being  considered for termination in Canada and Europe, and there is uncertainty in other parts of the world.

Recognizing that satellite technology is being adopted worldwide for positioning, navigation and the distribution of precise time and that the future Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) may include but not be limited to the United States Global Positioning System (GPS), the Russian Global Navigation Satellite System (GLONASS), and the proposed European Galileo constellation;

Noting the release on September 10, 2001 of  “Vulnerability Assessment of the Transportation Infrastructure Relying on the Global Positioning System” conducted by the United States Volpe National Transportation Systems Center (VNTSC) and that the report identifies GPS vulnerabilities including potential terrorist acts intended to disrupt the GPS service;

Considering the conclusions of the VNTSC Report recommending the identification of appropriate GPS backup systems and encouraging the development of low cost systems as back ups to GPS;

And accepting that those regions covered with a Loran-C or Chayka service are already provided with an appropriate alternative and backup to GPS and its augmentations, and that Loran-C and Chayka services support the national and worldwide critical infrastructure by providing a comprehensive alternative source of positioning information, precise time, and a data communications channel for the dissemination of correction and integrity information;

Resolved that providers of Loran-C and Chayka services throughout the world be encouraged to:

· continue to provide Loran-C/Chayka services and establish these services on a permanent basis as a complement to satellite technology, and as a backup for satellite-based services;
· continue development and evaluation of integrated GPS and Loran-C user equipment, and encourage industry cooperation in the development of performance specifications, test methods and certification criteria;

· seek international protection of the Loran-C spectrum under ARNS regulations; 

· invite nations adjacent to areas now covered by Loran-C or Chayka to implement extensions to the current service;

· provide information and assistance to nations whose territories are not covered by these services but have determined that an alternative to GPS is required; and

· coordinate international development and implementation of the Loran-C data communications channel for Loran-C optimization and for GNSS augmentation.
