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Press Release




October 22nd, 2002

The International Loran Association (ILA) is holding its 31st annual convention from October 27-30, 2002 at the Crowne Plaza Washington National Hotel in Arlington, VA. The theme of the convention is “Determining Loran’s Role in Mitigating Vulnerabilities in a Post 9/11 World”. The Global Positioning System (GPS) navigation and timing service is being rapidly adopted by all commercial transportation and communications modes. Weaknesses in the GPS service expose the potential to disrupt these modes. A recent study by the Department of Transportation’s (DOT) Volpe Center has raised serious concerns about GPS vulnerabilities and the requirement for backup systems to support GPS. These concerns are international in nature, and representatives from Europe, China, Japan, and Russia will attend the conference, plus DOT, Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), United States Naval Observatory (USNO), United States Coast Guard (USCG) personnel, and private citizens. Discussions will focus on Loran’s ability to back up the GPS in various applications critical to the continued operation of the national infrastructure, including maritime, aviation, and telecommunication operations. The press and public are welcome, and details can be found on the ILA website, www.loran.org.
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