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U.S. Department 400 Seventh Sl,, S.W.
of Transporration Washington, D.C. 20590
Office of the Secretary

of Iransportaghon
August 30, 2004

Dear Mr. Waesche:

Thank you for your letter of June 3 supporting tHe continuation of Loran as part of the
long-term navigation system mix necessary to meet oulr Nation’s transportation safety and
security goals. I share your view regarding the importance of arriving at a decision concerning
T oran’s role as part of the Nation’s lnno-rmm T dmnaﬂvnhnn system mix.
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(POS/NAY EC) initiated two siudies, one tecnngcau the other a oenqgn—cost anaiysis, {0 answer
critical questions that were key to making an informed and unbiased decision on the fate of

Loran. These questions were:
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« Can Loran meet aviation Non-Precision LApprohch (NPA) requirements?
« Can Loran meet maritime Harbor Entrarice and Approach (HEA) requirements?
s Can Loran meeat timing and frequency rr-mmrer‘wnh?

. Can Loran meet all recnirements in a co, .r.hm ficial manner?
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The required reports were delivered on tijge to [Jlu'r at the end of March this year. As you
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wdicate in your jetier, both the technical and the beneiit-cost studies had favorable unumgh. The

reporis were disiribuied for review by m:eresreq agenqles We are currently working with the
Department of Homeland Security on the backup timing capability as a part of our critical

. Infrastructure. The POS/NAV EC wll shortly deliver their recommendation to the Secretary of
Transportation concerning Loran as part of the Nation|s long-term radiopavigation infrastructure.

Please be assured that a decision will be njade ag soon as possible concerning Loran’s role
as part of the Nation’s long-term radxonavmanoh systdm mix.
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